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FADE | N:
EXT. TRAVI S H GH SCHOOL - MORNI NG
Bright sunlight reflects off the top w ndows.

TEENAGERS exit the buses and walk toward the building. QGrls
show of f nail polish. Boys slap hands and fist bunp.

| NT. | NSIDE SCHOCL LOCKER - MORNI NG
Three slits of light illum nate crunpl ed papers.

The | ocker opens. ALEX McKENNA (14) scoops out books with
her right hand and keeps the left safely hidden in her pocket.
Everything she wears is a different shade of dark.

| NT. HALLWAY

Al ex funbles with the books and they fall to the floor. A
G RL gently cones to her aid.

G RL
Need a hand?

MADI SON SHAW (15) | aughs at the remark. Everything Madi son
wears is a different shade of perfect.

ALEX
(to the girl)
Get | ost.

Al ex shoves her into the |ockers. The femal e SECUR TY MONI TOR
waddl es over.

SECURI TY MONI TOR
Bi ngo! Thank you, M ss MKenna.
You get detention before first period
and | get ny first coffee break.

| NT. DETENTI ON HALL - MORNI NG

The Security Mnitor sits and slurps froma nug. Alex sits
and sul ks. The bell rings and she bolts out the door.

SECURI TY MONI TOR
See you soon.

| NT. MATH CLASSROOM - DAY

MR. M LLER (38) casual and cool, wites an equation on the
smartboard. He turns towards his frightened STUDENTS.

MR M LLER
Just follow the fornula, guys.



Madi son whi spers to her worshipers SALI NA HENRY and TAYLOR
DUNST, both fourteen.

MADI SON
| aced this unit in ny last school.

SALI NA
(showi ng her nails)
What do you think of this color?

MADI SON
Too dark.

Meanwhi |l e, Al ex stares out the w ndow.

MR M LLER
Gve it a shot. Anybody? Al ex?

ALEX
(gl ancing at the board)
X equal s negative three and si x.

MR M LLER
Correct. Good job.

MADI SON
Let's all give her a hand.

Madi son qui etly appl auds and the kids giggle. Then she gives
a 'thunbs up' and they all |augh out [ oud.

MR M LLER
Knock it off.

Alex angrily turns towards Madi son. Madison innmediately
dunps her own text book to the floor and hol ds her arm

MADI SON
oM Hey!
SALI NA
Ch ny God! She hit Madi son!
ALEX
| did not.
MADI SON
You did too.
MR MLLER

Enough. Get back to work.

SALI NA
Why does she get special treatnent?
Anybody el se woul d get detention.



TAYLOR
M. MIller, you have to take her to
the principal. That's the rule.

MR. M LLER

" maware of the rules, Taylor.
Here are mne. For disrupting ny
cl ass answer questions six through
eight. Madison, Salina, you too.

MADI SON
Three questions? No problem

ALEX
Add that up in your head?

CARLY CEDERSTRUM (14) stifles a |augh.

MR M LLER
Do the work, girls.
(grabbing their
cal cul ators)
Wt hout these.

(gently)
Let's go, Al ex.

He escorts her out.

CARLY
Wiy did you do that?

MADI SON
| hate that creepy freak.

| NT. DETENTI ON HALL - DAY
The Security Mnitor eats a doughnut and sol ves a crossword.

SECURI TY MONI TOR
VWat's a three letter word for
"sl ovenl y?

ALEX
You.

EXT. TRAVI S SCHOOL ATHLETI C FI ELDS - AFTERNOON

Vari ous TEAMS practice various sports. The SOFTBALL COACH
organi zes her G RLS.

SOFTBALL COACH
These positions wll work best for
all of you. Trust nme. Thonpson,
catcher. WIlIlis, short stop..

Al ex wal ks al one past the enthusiastic athletes.



| NT. MCKENNA HOUSE, ALEX' S ROOM - EARLY EVEN NG
Si | ence.

Al ex lays on the nessy bed in the nmessy room She throws a
rubber ball at a worn circle on the wall. It |eaves another
dead center mark.

| NT. MCKENNA HOUSE, KITCHEN - NI GHT

More silence. NATE MCKENNA (46 and perpetually annoyed)
sits and eats. Alex plays with her food.

NATE
Eat. And finish the broccoli

Nate's cell phone rings.

NATE

(i nto phone)
Hell 0? Yes, this is M. MKenna.
It's not a good tine Dr. Pitcoff.
We're in the mddle of dinner..
What now? WAs she thirty seconds
late for lunch? No, I... all right.
Fine. Twelve-thirty tonorrow.

(shuts the phone)
Detention. Twice in one day. That's
a record, even for you.

ALEX

It wasn't ny fault.
NATE

O course not. It never is.
ALEX

" mnot hungry. |'m going upstairs.
NATE

No you're not. It's famly tine.

She plays with the broccoli. He reads a nagazi ne.

I NT. ALEX'S ROOM - EVEN NG

Alex lies on the bed in pajamas and fuzzy slippers. She
gi ves up on her homework and throws the text book to the
floor. Nate bursts in...

NATE
Go to bed. And put that laundry in
t he basket.

... and | eaves. She takes the pile of clothes and throws
themin the closet.



They fall on top of an old shoe box cramed in the corner.
"Mom Stuff' is witten on top in faded red crayon.

I NT. TRAVI S H GH SCHOOL, PRI NCI PAL'S OFFI CE - DAY

DR. PITCOFF (56) sits stiffly behind her desk. The reading
gl asses pinching the tip of her nose are in constant danger
of falling. Alex fidgets in her seat.

ALEX
| told you he wasn't com ng

Nate bursts into the office and drops into a chair. He w pes
the remmants of lunch off the VideoView |logo on his shirt.

NATE
Sorry. | was with a client. Let's
make this quick. | have to get back
Al ex says she'll behave.

DR. Pl TCOFF

That won't solve the problemthis
time, M. MKenna. Madison's nother
has filed a conpl aint.

ALEX
| didn't even touch M ss Perfect.

DR. Pl TCOFF
Al ex, she's a new student. Take the
opportunity to nmake a friend.

ALEX
| don't need any friends.

DR. Pl TCOFF
Clearly you need sonething. You're
fighting wth other students, you're
failing three classes..

NATE
What ? You told nme your grades were
getting better.

ALEX
They are. |I'mfailing by |ess.
DR. Pl TCOFF

| think Alex needs to find an outl et
for her anger. A club, maybe a sport.

NATE
What she needs is for the other kids
to stop bothering her because..

He stops. Alex pushes her hand deeper into the pocket.



NATE
... because of who she is.

DR. Pl TCOFF
Al ex' s uni que circunmstance doesn't
give her perm ssion to attack her

peers. |f this behavior continues
she'll be placed in the alternative
hi gh school

NATE

You're going to throw her in with
the troubl enakers? Are you out of
your m nd?

DR PI TCOFF

(the gl asses fall,

she puts them back)
|'"d be "out of ny mnd to let an
unst abl e student stay in ny school.
Ei ther she finds a way to channel
her energy into sonething positive
or she'll need to relocate. Until
she does, M. MKenna, | suggest you
keep a cl oser eye on her.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Nat e and Al ex wal k and argue.

ALEX
" mnot joining a club.
NATE
Yes you are. | can't keep com ng

down here to bail you out. You're
going to join sonething and stay out
of trouble. Until then you'll be
nmeeting nme at work after school so |
can 'keep a cl oser eye on you.'

ALEX
Sure. That'll be easy. You're in a
di fferent place everyday.

NATE
There's this new invention called
the smartphone. [I'll text you the
addresses. And watch the rnout h.

The bell rings and the hall fills with kids and teachers.
NATE

Find a club. No nore fights. Get
it? No fighting.



He pushes past the Security Mnitor and through the front
doors. Alex kicks a locker and nelts into the crowd.

I NT. TRAVI S H GH SCHOOL, CAFETERI A - DAY

The roomis packed but Alex sits alone. Madison and the
COOL KIDS fill the center table.

Salina wal ks by with her food tray and purposely bunps into
Alex. Juice spills down her back

SALI NA
Qops. So sorry.

She joins Madi son and her |aughing crew. Alex is about to
make her nove when her cell phone buzzes. She reads Nate's
text, 'Today - 20 Broad St. DON T BE LATE!

CUT TO
Alex fights to get her bicycle out of the rack. It clanks
on the bars.

CUT TO
Two fencing FOLS clank together.

CUT TO

Alex angrily rides her bicycle, |egs punping furiously.

CUT TO
A FENCER j unps and | unges forward.

CUT TO
Al ex rounds a corner. A car honks.

CUT TO

A fencer lands a touch on her OPPONENT and screans in victory.
| NT. APPELE FENCI NG CLUB - DAY

Al ex rushes through the door and stops dead in her tracks.
She's nesnerized by what she sees.

The large roomis filled with the sounds of blades cl ashing

and buzzers ringing. Pairs of young FENCERS dressed in white
meet on long strips that |ook |ike bowing |anes.

A victory screamrings out.

EMVA
BOOO- YAA! !



Al ex junps at the sound. BROOKLYN ORENSKY (42 and slightl
beautiful) recounts the action with the hand signals of th
sport.

y
e

BROOKLYN
Attack m sses. Counter attack | ands.
Touch right. En Gardé.

| LSE HENRI QUEZ (14) and EMVA BRI GHTON (14) get into position
and point their weapons towards each other.

BROOKLYN
Ready, fence.

Emma thrusts her blade and lunges in for the touch. A green
light comes on in the scoring box at the end of the strip.

EMVA
YAAl  SAH!

BROCKLYN
Touch right. Bout.

They take off their nmesh steel masks, salute with their bl ades
and shake hands.

| LSE
Curses! Foiled again! Thank you.
Good bout .

EMVA
Good bout, Il1sé. Thank you.

The girls hug and un-plug their body cords fromthe
retractable reel wires on strip. |lsé hands the reel clip
to LOU S SKULLMAN (15).

| LSE
Next victim Take it easy on him
Emms, he's fragile.

LOU S
| can take care of nyself. But take
it easy on ne, okay?

EMVA
Your actions are really good. You
just need to finish strong.

DANIEL VIRSIL (14) calls out fromacross the room

DANI EL
After you beat Louis, |I'mup.

LOU S
Thanks for the vote of confidence.



Br ookl yn approaches Al ex. As she gets closer, Al ex notices
the tattoo of a cracked dianond on her right inner forearm
and the nmultiple piercings in her left ear.

BROCKLYN
H Sweetheart. Can | help you?
ALEX
My dad is here.
BROCKLYN
| shoul d have known. You | ook just
like him |'m Brooklyn O ensky.
ALEX
' m Al ex.
BROCKLYN

Come on, he's in the office. Enmm,
"1l direct your bout later. Lead a
foot-work drill and get ready for
your | esson.

EMVA
Sure thing. Everybody line up. En
Gardé. Advance | unge.

I NT. OFFI CE

A desk and couch face the half wall that | ooks out to the
strips. Nate nounts a |large screen nonitor on the side wall.

BROOKLYN
Nat e, your clone is here.
NATE
CGet started on your honework. |'ve

got a lot left to do.

ALEX
| could be half way finished by now
if you didn't nmake nme cone here.

The phone rings.

BROOKLYN
(i nto phone)
Hel l o, Fencing. H, Honey. How was
track? Geat! Be sure to drink a
ot of water. Trinom al factoring?
Sure I'll help you. As soon as you
tell me what it is.

ALEX
It's the prime factorization of a
statenent with three terns.



10.

BROOKLYN
(after a nmonment, into
phone)
Hear that, Ray? Order sonething for
dinner and tell Billy we'll work on

the Com c Con costune tonight. Love
you, sweetie. Bye.

(smling to Al ex)
Thanks. Brai ni ac.

ALEX
(smling back)
No probl em

Nate grabs the renpte off the desk and spots a receipt.

NATE
Is this what it costs to fence? How
do people afford it?

BROCKLYN
They sell the first child and use
the noney to pay for the second.

NATE

|'d have to sell six children to
cover a bill like that.

(denonstrating the

nmoni t or)
The canera is on twenty-four seven.
You can rewi nd, fast forward, sl ow
nmotion. You can also go frane by
frame and watch the swords...

BROOKLYN
Foi |l s.

NATE
... do what they do. The kids can
use flashdrives to downl oad their

fights.

BROOKLYN
Bout s.

NATE
Bouts, whatever. | have to adjust
the back canera. It |looks like the
end of the strips are out of frane.
Soon as | install another canera up

front you' re good to go.
| NT. OFFI CE - LATER

Al ex sits on the couch peering over the top of her text book.
Her focus is on the strips.



11.

| NT. STUDI O

Brookl yn works with Enma. The only sounds are cl anking bl ades
and thud of hits on Brooklyn's thick black teaching jacket.

Kids relax in their fencing knickers and white shirts. |[Ilsé
wor ks on the practice mannequin. Louis attacks the flashing
red lights on an electric target with the tip of his bl ade.

Alex takes it all in.
| NT. OFFI CE - EVEN NG

The club is enpty. Alex solves math equations. Nate adjusts
the nonitor and answers his cell phone.

NATE

(i nto phone)
Hello. Hello? H Jon. Wat? The
reception is really bad in here.
I"'min a fencing club. Fencing.
don't know, teaches kids to fight
with swords. No, are you ki dding?
Not for Alex. She gets in enough
troubl e al ready.

Al ex bites her |ip.

NATE
What ? Hang on

He steps out the front door. Alex slowy walks to the strips.
| NT. STUDI O

She runs her palmover the rack of foils. She takes one.
The el ectronic target catches her eye.

Alex turns it on and stands in En Gardé. She rapid-fire
hits the lights with the tip of the bl ade.

NATE
(entering)
Hey! Put that down before you break
it. Go get your stuff. [|'m done.

She gently puts the foil back. The board is left on.
EXT. MCKENNA HOUSE - NI GHT
The house is quiet and dark. A single |light shines from an

upstairs bedroom Alex faces the mrror and fences with her
reflection.



12.

EXT. TRAVIS H GH SCHOOL - MORNI NG

Kids pile out of buses. Alex grudgingly gets off and stares
at the building. She backs away and bunps into M. Mller.

MR M LLER
Walk with me. | want to introduce
you to the Mathl etes.

ALEX
The ©Mat hl et es?

MR M LLER
| hear you're |looking for a club and
you have a mnd for math. For
exanple, a line on a Cartesian graph
can be expressed as Mk+B equals...?

ALEX
Y.

MR M LLER
Wy? Because if you don't join the
club you' Il be expell ed.

ALEX

Seriously? That was terrible.

MR MLLER
There's a reason |'ma nmath teacher
and not a conedian. W neet in the
resource roomduring |unch

ALEX
"1l think about it.
MR. M LLER
If you're going to think about it,

t hi nk yes.
He opens the door for her.
| NT. APPELE FENCI NG CLUB - DAY

Brookl yn enters the enpty club. The score on the electronic
target catches her eye.

I NT. TRAVI S H GH SCHOOL, CAFETERI A - DAY

Al ex sits al one surrounded by tables filled with kids. She
grabs her things.

| NT. MATH RESOURCE ROOM - DAY

The TEN MEMBERS of mathl etes | ounge on | unpy couches. M.
MIller works on a laptop. Carly addresses the cl ub.



CARLY
Ei ght nonths till Math Bow. Only
four mathl etes on the panel but al
of us work to support the team
This year's thene is Conditional
Probability. Thursday we'll discuss
how Marilyn vos Savant proved that
the entire mathemati cs community was
wrong about the Monty Hall Problem

M GUEL COLON and W LL BATES, both fourteen, slap hands.

WLL
Ch yeah. W can neet behind door
nunber three.

M GUEL
Good one, Bro.

Madi son reads a text and |aughs out | oud.

CARLY
W neet every other day. You could
at | east pretend |like you care.

MADI SON
|"monly here because ny nother forced
me to join a club for coll ege apps
and you know |I' mthe reason you'l
win Math Bow .

W LL
She's 'probably' right.
M GUEL
Sweet .
CARLY
Shut up, WII. Okay?
MR M LLER
Here it isl! Ei nstein's Brainteaser.
W LL
Awesomne!
M GUEL
Si ck!

Al ex appears in the doorway. Carly |ooks up and sm |l es.
Madi son | ooks up and smrKks.

MR M LLER
Al ex. Cone on in.

Al ex backs into the hallway. M. MIller follows.



14.

| NT. HALLWAY

MR. M LLER
Wai t .

ALEX
Real ly? Madison's in the club?

MR M LLER
You're both great at math. The club
gi ves you sonet hing in conmon.

ALEX
So?
MR M LLER
You'll get to know each other. Maybe

even |i ke each other.

ALEX
You never went to High School did
you, M. M ? Thanks anyway. |'I|
find sonething el se.

| NT. PUBLI C LI BRARY - DAY

Al ex carefully | ooks through the rows of books. She stops
and a broad smle stretches across her face. She pulls 'The
Art of Fencing' off the shelf.

| NT. APPELE FENCI NG CLUB - DAY

The kids warm up. Brooklyn |leans on the electronic target.

BROOKLYN

Ckay guys. Who got the great score?
DANI EL

(coughi ng)

Enma.
EMVA

Not ne.
BROOKLYN

No one wants credit?

LOU S
Let's check out the new video.

They bolt towards the office.
| NT. OFFI CE

The kids pile in. Brooklyn is hopeless with the renote.



15.

BROOKLYN
Howdo I...? Wait, | want it to..

| LSE
Go to nmenu. No, nenu. Don't click
that one! Curses! Foiled again!

LOU S
I s that your one joke?
| LSE
Curses! It is!
BROOKLYN
No... why won't it...?
LOU S
Top left.
DANI EL
Previous. At the top.
BROOKLYN
Hang on, Daniel. | got it!

The pl ayback conmes up. They watch in silence.

EMVA
VWww., Wio is that?
BROOKLYN
(with a smle)

It's Al ex.
I NT. ALEX' S ROOM - NI GHT
A pile of scarves hits the floor. Al ex gets into En Gardeé.

Wth great concentration, she noves a thin tree branch in
circles around the now vacant coat pegs.

Nate wal ks in with a basket of laundry. 1In a flash Al ex
drops the branch and stands in front of the fencing book.
ALEX
Coul d you at |east knock? | said I

woul d do ny own | aundry.

NATE

And then tell me you can't go to
school because you don't have any
clean clothes? | don't think so.

Put this stuff away and finish your
homework. Did you | ook for a club?

(silence)
O course not. Get ready for dinner.



16.

She | ocks the door after himand gets back in En Gardé.
EXT. APPELE FENCI NG CLUB - DAY

Al ex peeks through the window into the enpty club. She lets
out a breath and wal ks towards her bicycle.

BROCKLYN
(calling from doorway)
Al ex? Do you want sonet hi ng?

ALEX
Yeah... | think I left ny iPod.
BROCKLYN

Come in and | ook around.
| NT. APPELE FENCI NG CLUB - DAY
Al ex checks the strips. Brooklyn |Iooks through the rack.

ALEX
Maybe it's in ny | ocker at school.

BROOKLYN
"Il check in back

Br ookl yn di sappears through the side door. Alex slowy steps
onto a strip and adjusts her En Gardé.

BROOKLYN (Q. S.)
Bend your knees a little nore.

Al ex freezes. Brooklyn stands next to her.
BROCKLYN

Bend your knees. Feet apart. Very
good. Let's try with foils.

ALEX
The thing is...
She exposes her deforned hand. It stops at the palm There
have never been any fingers attached and the thunb is short.
ALEX
| only have one hand.
BROCKLYN
(smling)

One hand is all you need.

Br ookl yn hol ds out a blade. Alex accepts it.



17.

BROCKLYN

En Gardé. Tap ny blade. You tap
and | tap back.

(they do)
It's like we're having a conversati on.
Easy breezy. Just follow ne.
Advance, retreat. Find your distance,
Alex. That's the first rule of
fencing. Good. That was very good.

ALEX
Thanks.

BROOKLYN
Now we salute. Hold your blade up
to your face, extend your arm up and
whoosh the bl ade to the side.
(they do)
Most of the kids |ike that sound.

ALEX
| like it too. | have to go, | have
to neet ny dad.

BROOKLYN
| f your iPod shows up I'll give you
guys a call.

ALEX

Ckay. Thanks.
Al ex returns the bl ade.
EXT. APPELE FENCI NG CLUB - DAY
Al ex drags herself away fromthe club.
| NT. MCKENNA HOUSE, KITCHEN - NI GHT
Al ex and Nate have anot her silent dinner.
| NT. MALL - DAY
Al ex fences with her reflection in a store window. A group
of G RLS pass by. She quickly stuffs her hand in her pocket

and junps onto the escal ator.

Al ex finds Nate watching a FATHER and SON tryi ng out basebal
gloves. She waits for himto notice she's there.

| NT. TRAVI S H GH SCHOOL, HALLWAY - DAY
The bell rings. Kids slamtheir |ockers and bolt out the

front door. Alex spots Salina walking in the opposite
direction. She foll ows.



The security nonitor stands in her way.

SECURI TY MONI TOR
Exit is that way, MKenna.

ALEX
School 's over. Leave nme al one.

18.

The nonitor doesn't nove. Alex sidesteps and passes.

I NT. GYMNASI UM HALLWAY - DAY

Sal i na has di sappeared. Al ex peeks in classroons,
the stairwell. A FENCER cones out of the gym

FENCER d RL
VWhere's the bat hr oonf

ALEX
Don't you know your way around?

FENCER G RL
Nope. We're an independent team so
we train in different schools. W
pi cked up a fencer fromhere so
have to learn ny way around. Again.

ALEX
Bat hroonl s over there.

FENCER G RL
Cool . Thanks.

| ooks up

She di sappears around the corner. Alex |ooks through the

small wi ndow in the gymdoor. Her eyes |ight up.
| NT. GYMNASI UM

The space has transfornmed into a fencing studio.
and FENCERS wor k on portable strips.

COACH
Fence hard everyone! The H gh School
Invitationals are in a nonth!
A scream echoes off the walls. Madison takes off

MADI SON
YEAH  YEAH = Haal

| NT. HALLWAY
Al ex junps back and | ands on the security nonitor.

SECURI TY MONI TOR
Qut!  Now

COACHES

her mask.



19.

She bolts out the side door.
| NT. OFFI CE - DAY

Br ookl yn wat ches bouts on the nonitor. Alex appears in the
door way.

BROCKLYN
H! Still |ooking for your iPod?
ALEX
No. | guess it's lost. | was
thinking... I'"mnot busy after school.

Maybe | coul d cone here and...help
out or sonet hing.

The video of Alex on the electric score board conmes up

ALEX
Sorry. | just wanted to try it out.
If | broke it I'IIl...

BROCKLYN
Your technique is sloppy and your En
Gardé is weak. But you have talent.

ALEX
Real ly? | got a book fromthe
library. |1've been practicing and...
didn't lose ny iPod. It's on ny
desk. | really want to fence.
BROCKLYN

| knew that fromthe nonent | net
you. Tell your dad you're going to
hel p out after school. 1n exchange,
you'll learn to fence.

ALEX
(brightly)
Ckay.

| NT. MCKENNA HOUSE, GARAGE - AFTERNOON

The soft orange sun reflects off the bunper of Nate's classic
Must ang convertible. He pours antifreeze into the engine
and accidentally splatters sone onto his shoes.

NATE
G eat.

He wi pes the ness and checks his watch. Alex rides up on
her bicycle, helnet hooked on the back. She junps off and
qui etly rehearses as she wal ks up the driveway.



Nat e pops

ALEX
It's not fighting. There are rules,
there's respect. ..

up and stops her in her tracks.

NATE
| told you not to ride w thout your
hel met. And did you conveniently
forget to neet ne at work today?
Where were you?

The speech stays caught in her throat.

She | ooks

NATE
That's it. W' re done discussing.
| signed you up for Yoga. N ce and
qui et and rel axing. Mybe you'l
finally get that tenper of yours
under control

ALEX
| do not have a tenper, and there's
no way |'mgoing to Yoga.

NATE
This is not a discussion, Alex. You
didn't choose, so | chose for you

ALEX

But...l did choose. | joined a club.
NATE

Real | y? Wi ch one?
ALEX

It's after school...It teaches

di sci pline and respect and...

NATE
Which club, Alex? And it better be
sonething that's going to keep you
out of trouble.

ALEX
...l"mgood at it and..

NATE
Where are you going after school ?

at her father and nakes a deci si on.

ALEX

Mat hl etes. That's where | was today.

M. M invited ne. Everyday after
school 1'Il be at mathl etes.

20.



21.
NATE
|s that the truth?

ALEX
Yes.

They both hold their ground.

NATE
(sof t eni ng)
Al right. Go do your homeworKk.

Nate wi pes his hands. Al ex wal ks past himand exhal es.
| NT. TRAVI S H GH SCHOOL, CAFETERI A - DAY
The noi se | evel is unbearable.

Carly and the boys sit in back. Madison and her crew fil
the center. Alex sits alone studying the fencing book.

| NT. MATH CLASSROOM - DAY

M. MIler teaches at the snmartboard. Al ex marks footwork
under her desk.

| NT. APPELE FENCI NG CLUB - AFTERNOON

The strips are full. Fencers yell, buzzers go off. Alex
quietly wal ks in the door.

BROOKLYN
Halt! Everybody halt. Ladies and
Gent | eman, we have a new nmenber.
Ms. Al ex McKenna.

The ki ds appl aud and shout greetings.
| NT. CLUB - LATER

Wth her hand hidden, Al ex cleans up the foil racks. Across
t he room Brooklyn, Enma and |1l sé repair bl ades.

BROOKLYN
You haven't seen Star Wars? How i s
t hat possi bl e?

| LSE
Yeah, how is that possible?

EMVA
| just never got around to it.
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BROCKLYN
| "' m ashaned of nyself for not taking
care of this sooner.
(squeezes Emma' s hand)
"1l lend you ny DVD.

EMVA
Ckay.

BROCKLYN
Isé, go tell Alex we're ready.

She j ogs across the room

| LSE
Al ex, Brooklyn wants you to practice
with Emma. There's extra kni ckers
and stuff in the bin.

ALEX
Thanks.
| LSE
Cool shirt. | really Iike that band.
ALEX
Real | y? No one at school knows who
t hey are.
| LSE

Not surprising. They stay under the
radar but they're awesone. |'I|
show you ny i Pod later. | have,
like, all their songs.

She goes back to Emmma.

ALEX
(smling to herself)
Cool .

A BI' T LATER

Al ex stands on strip with Emma. They are both ready to fence.
She keeps her hand hidden in the sleeve of the white jacket.

BROOKLYN
En Gardé Grls. Beat back and forth.
(they do)
Good Alex. That's it. The beat or
parry can take 'Ri ght of Way.'

ALEX
Uhm .. Ckay.
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BROOKLYN
You have to have 'Right of Way' to
score a touch. Sonmething has to
happen before you hit. Stop their
attack, attack first, use the parry.
Emma, show parry four and parry six.

Emma rolls her wist fromright to left with the blade in
line. Alex does the sane.

BROOKLYN
Back and forth. Parry four, parry
six. There are others but everything
is built on these two. Practice
thema billion tines then a billion
times nore. Let's fence a little.

Brooklyn clips Alex into the reel at the end of the strip.
Emma zi ps up her jacket and netallic |amé vest. She connects
her body cord to the reel at the other end.

BROOKLYN
Test .

The girls poke each other's lamés with their foils. The red
and green lights in the score box flash on and off. 1lsé
and Daniel settle in to watch the bout.

BROOKLYN
En Gardé. Ready, fence. Play with
di stance, Al ex. Advance and retreat.

Emma charges in with a strong lunge. Al ex parrys the bl ade
off target and is hit hard in the biceps.

ALEX
oM. OMV, OWW.

DANI EL
Wel cone to fencing, Al ex! You' ve
earned your mark!

EMVA
Sorry.

BROCKLYN
Fencers ready, fence. Wirk girls.
Use your | egs, Alex. Eyes open.
Stay sharp

Emma attacks. Alex parrys and hits.

BROOKLYN
Good!
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EMVA
Ni ce touch
| LSE
Anesome Al ex!
BROOKLYN
Nice work girls. Salute and shake

hands.

They take off their masks and salute. Emma extends her hand.
Al ex attenpts to shake off her gl ove.

BROOKLYN
Al ways shake with the un-gl oved hand
Alex. It's a sign of respect.
(Al ex hesitates)
It's okay.

Everyone waits. Al ex drops her deformed hand out of the
sl eeve and braces herself for the reaction. Emma curls her
fingers into a fist.

EMVA
Good bout. Thank you.

ALEX
(bunping the fist)
Thanks. Good bout.

The kids go about their business. Brooklyn un-clips Alex's
body cord fromthe reel.

BROOKLYN
Good j ob.

ALEX
Thanks. Thanks a | ot.

She stays on strip with her exposed hand. No one comments.
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